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HOW TO USE THIS CODE 

 

IF YOU OWN PROPERTY AND WANT TO KNOW WHAT RULES APPLY:  

 

STEP 1:  Find your zoning district and any overlay districts by looking at the Zoning Map (found 

in the Planning Department). 

 

STEP 2:  Go to §2.1, Districts Established, to review the intent of the district(s) applied to 

your property.   

 

STEP 3:  Go to §2.2, Permitted Land Uses, for details on uses permitted on your property.  Find the 

row that lists the group of uses or specific use youôve identified.  Match this row to your district (across 

the top of the table) to determine if the use you want to establish is permitted.  To determine if the use 

youôve identified is part of group of uses go to §2.3, Use Interpretation. 

 

STEP 4:  If your use is permitted, before building the structure or establishing the use, you must 

get the appropriate permits approved (see Article 9).  For details on minimum lot size and required yards 

(setbacks) see §2.4.  For specific use standards see Article 4.  The use may also be subject to the general 

standards in Article 3 and the natural resource protection standards in Article 7. 

 

STEP 5:  Donôt forget that the overlay districts established in §2.5 may apply to your 

property.  These requirements are intended to help you and the County ensure that your project is legally 

established and that it matches the development vision that Lincoln County, as a community, desires.  

You should also review any applicable design guidelines for other applicable development information. 

 

IF  YOU WANT TO BUILD OR ESTABLISH A PARTICULAR USE:  

 

Follow Steps 1 through 5 above, to identify your zoning district and the permitted uses.  You can find the 

specific details for the permitted uses in your zoning district in either Article 3 or Article 12.  You can 

also find the various development standards that apply to your property in Article 3 and Article 5. 

 

IF YOU WAN T TO CHANGE YOUR ZONING DISTRICT:  

 

Only the Board of Commissioners may rezone property ï following public notice and hearings.  See §9.4, 

Rezonings, for details on the procedure. 

 

IF YOU WANT TO SUBDIVIDE YOUR PR OPERTY: 

 

Property can only be subdivided in accordance with §9.6, Subdivision Review. 
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ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§1.1.  Title  

This UDO shall be known and may be cited as the ñLincoln County Unified Development 

Ordinanceò, and may be referred to as ñthis UDOò.  

§1.2.  Authority and Enactment  

The Board of Commissioners, pursuant to the authority conferred by the General Assembly 

of the State of North Carolina in G.S. § 160D,  does hereby ordain and enact into laws these 

articles and sections.  

§1.3.  Purpose 

§1.3.1.  General  

For the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals, and general welfare, this UDO is 

adopted by the governing body to regulate and restrict the height, number of stories, and 

size of buildings and other structures; the percentage of lots that may be occupied; the 

size of yards, courts, and other recreation and open spaces; the density of population; and 

the location, general design, appearance and use of buildings, structures and land for 

trade, industry, residence, or other purposes.  

§1.3.2.  Zoning 

The zoning regulations in this UDO are in accordance with a comprehensive plan and are 

designed to lessen congestion in the roads; to secure safety from fire, panic, and other 

dangers; to promote health and the general welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to 

prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to 

preserve and improve the character of development in the County and its neighborhoods; 

and to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, 

and other public requirements.  The regulations have been made with reasonable 

consideration, among other things, as to the character of the jurisdiction and its areas and 

their peculiar suitability for particular uses, and with a view to conserving the value of 

buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use of land throughout the jurisdiction.  

§1.3.3.  Subdivision  

The purpose of this UDO is also to provide for the orderly development of the County 

and its environs through the regulation of the subdivision of land.  The regulations 

contained herein are intended to coordinate proposed development with existing 

development and with officially adopted plans for the future development of the County; 

to ensure the provision of adequate facilities for transportation, water, sewerage, and 

other public facilities in subdivisions; to ensure the proper legal description, 

monumentation, and recording of subdivided land; and to promote the public health, 

safety, and general welfare of the County. 

§1.4.  Right-to -Farm and Ranch Policy  

In addition to the purposes set out in §1.3, Lincoln County has established, by ordinance, a 

ñRight-to-Farm and Ranchò policy which is summarized in this section. 
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A. Any agricultural operation or practice that is historical, traditional, legitimate, and 

reasonable shall be protected.  Any new or expanded agricultural operation or 

practice that is legitimate and reasonable shall be encouraged. 

B. Agriculture, as a way of life, benefits all residents of Lincoln County.  It is an 

important part of the economy and adds intrinsic value to life in Lincoln County.  

Agriculture, as a business, brings with it noise, odors, dust, mud, smoke and other 

inconveniences, such as equipment and livestock on public roads, odors from 

manure and feeds, odors from chemical applications, lights and noises at all hours 

of the day and night, and on-farm processing and marketing of crops and livestock.  

To maintain this way of life, Lincoln County intends to protect agricultural 

operators from unnecessary, intrusive litigation.  Therefore, no inconvenience shall 

be considered a nuisance so long as it occurs as a part of non-negligent and legal 

agricultural practice, as stated in G.S. § 106-735 through 106-744, Agricultural 

Development and Preservation of Farmland, and Chapter 160D. 

§1.5.  Effective Date  

This UDO was adopted on November 17, 2008 and revised on August 17, 2009, becoming 

effective August 31, 2009. 

§1.6.  Jurisdiction  

This UDO shall be effective everywhere throughout the County outside corporate 

municipalities and except for any areas that lie within the extraterritorial planning 

jurisdiction now or hereafter established by any such municipality.  No building shall be 

erected or structurally altered nor shall any land development activity take place, unless it 

conforms to the provisions of this UDO.  Uses of property shall be limited by the provisions 

of this UDO. 

§1.7.  Severability  

This UDO and various parts, sections, subsections, and clauses thereof, are hereby declared 

to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, subsection, section, or clause is adjudged 

unconstitutional or invalid, it is hereby provided that the remainder of this UDO shall not be 

affected thereby.  

§1.8.  Conditions, Limitations and Representatives  

Whenever any condition or limitation is included in an order authorizing a special use 

permit, variance, certificate of occupancy, or site plan approval or is offered by an applicant 

in an application or public hearing for such permit or approval, it shall be conclusively 

presumed that the authorizing officer or body considered such condition or limitation 

necessary to carry out the spirit and purpose of this UDO or the requirements of some 

provisions hereof, and to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and that the officer or 

body would not have granted the authorization to which the condition or limitation pertains 

except in the belief that the condition or limitation was lawful.  Any and all representations 

made by the applicant to the County on the record during the application process, whether 

written or verbal, shall be deemed a part of the application and may be relied upon in good 

faith by the County. 
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§1.9.  Repeal of Conflicting Ordinance  

All  County ordinances or parts of ordinances which are in conflict or inconsistent with this 

UDO are repealed and superseded to the extent necessary to give this UDO full force and 

effect.  

§1.10.  Director  

The Director, or his/her designee, is appointed to serve as administrator of this UDO. (For 

more information, see §8.6) 

§1.11.  Application of Regulations  

The regulations set forth in this UDO shall affect all land, every structure, and every use of 

land or structure, and shall apply as follows:  

§1.11.1.  Compliance Required  

No structure or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, and no structure or part thereof 

shall be erected, moved onto, or structurally altered, except in compliance with the 

regulations of this UDO, for the district in which it is located.  

§1.11.2.  Zoning Permit  Required  

No building, sign, or structure or any part thereof shall be erected, structurally altered or 

moved or changed in use until a Zoning Permit has been issued by the Director as set 

forth in §9.9.  

§1.12.  Interpretation of Regulations  

The regulations in this UDO shall be enforced and interpreted according to the following 

rules:  

§1.12.1.  Minimum Requireme nts  

Regulations set forth by this UDO shall be minimum regulations.  If the requirements set 

forth in this UDO are at variance with the requirements of any other lawfully adopted 

uses, regulations, or ordinances, the more restrictive or higher standard shall govern.  

§1.12.2.  Restrictive Covenants  

Unless restrictions established by covenants with the land are prohibited by or contrary to 

the provisions of this UDO, nothing contained within this UDO shall be construed to 

render such covenants inoperative.  

§1.13.  Compliance w ith Plans  

§1.13.1.  Approved Plans  

Permits or certificates issued on the basis of plans and applications shall authorize only 

the use, arrangement, and construction as set forth in such approved plans and 

applications and no other use, arrangement, or construction.  

§1.13.2.  Adopted Plans and Policies  

All proposed subdivisions shall be placed and designed in a manner consistent with the 

adopted plans and policies of the County. 
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§1.14.  Transitional Provisions  

§1.14.1.  Conforming Uses and Structures  

A. Any use or structure existing prior to the effective date of this UDO that conforms 

to the regulations of this UDO for permitted uses, and satisfies the dimensional 

requirements and any other applicable regulations of the district in which it is 

located, may be continued, provided any use, structural, or other changes shall 

comply with the provisions of this UDO. 

B. Any use or structure existing prior to the effective date of this UDO that would be 

permitted by this UDO as a special use in the district in which it is located, may be 

continued as if a special use permit had been issued, provided that any use, 

structural, or other changes shall comply with the provisions of this UDO. 

§1.14.2.  Effect of Amendment  

If subsequent amendments to this UDO or the Zoning Map result in the creation of 

additional nonconformities or conformities, such nonconformities or conformities shall 

be governed by the provisions of this UDO, unless otherwise stated in the amendment.  

§1.14.3.  Applications and Prior Approvals  

A. Projects u nder Construction Prior to  Effective Date  

1.  Any building or development for which a permit was issued before the 

effective date of this UDO may be completed in conformance with the issued 

permit and other applicable permits and conditions, even if such building or 

development does not fully comply with provisions of this UDO.  
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2.  Nothing in this UDO shall require a change to a phasing plan approved prior 

to the effective date of this UDO, provided construction is consistent with the 

terms and conditions of the phasing plan and proceeds to completion in a 

timely manner.  The applicant shall ensure that a period of no more than two 

years without an active building permit occurs in order to continue a project 

under a previous phasing plan. 

3.  If construction is not completed according to the applicable permit terms, the 

Board of Commissioners may, for good cause shown, grant an extension of up 

to one year for such construction.  If the building is not completed within the 

time allowed under the original permit or any extension granted, then the 

building may be constructed, completed or occupied only in compliance with 

this UDO. 

B. Applications Submitted Prior to Effective Date  

1.  Any complete application submitted before the effective date of this UDO 

may be completed in conformance with applicable permits and conditions of 

the regulations in effect at the time of submission of the application, even if 

such application does not fully comply with provisions of this UDO.  

2.  If construction is not commenced or completed according to the applicable 

terms of the application, the Board of Commissioners may, for good cause 

shown, grant an extension of up to one year for such construction.  If the 

building is not completed within the time allowed under the original 

application or any extension granted, then the building may be constructed, 

completed or occupied only in compliance with this UDO. 

C. Prior Approvals  

Where a planned development, conditional use district, conditional use or special 

use was approved prior to the effective date of this UDO, the provisions of this 

UDO shall apply to the extent that they do not conflict with the original conditions 

of approval. 
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§1.14.4.  District Conversion  

The zoning district names in effect prior to the effective date of this UDO are converted 

as shown below.   
    

Previous District  New District  

General Districts  

R-R Rural Residential R-R Rural Residential 

R-T Transitional Residential R-T Transitional Residential 

R-S Residential Suburban R-S Residential Suburban 

R-SF Residential Single-Family R-SF Residential Single-Family 

R-CR Residential and Commercial Recreational R-CR Residential and Commercial Recreational 

R-20 Single-Family-20 R-20 Single-Family-20 

R-14 Single-Family-14 R-14 Single-Family-14 

RL-ZO Zero Lot Line R-MR Mixed Residential 

R-MF Multi-family Residential R-MF Multi-Family Residential 

-- NEW O-R Office Residential 

B-N Neighborhood Business  B-N Neighborhood Business 

B-G General Business B-G General Business 

-- NEW B-C Corporate Business 

I-L Industrial Light I-L Industrial Light 

I-G Industrial General I-G Industrial General 

PD-R Planned Development-Residential  PD-R Planned Development-Residential  

-- NEW PD-C Planned Development-Commercial  

PD-I Planned Development-Industrial PD-I Planned Development-Industrial 

PD-O and    
PD-MU  

Planned Development-Office             
Planned Development-Mixed Use 

PD-MU Planned Development-Mixed Use 

Overlay Districts  

DH DH Corridor Highway Overlay District -- DELETED 

WS Water Supply Watershed Protection Overlay -WPO Water Supply Watershed Protection Overlay 

HO Historic Overlay -HO Historic Overlay 

AO Airport Overlay -AO Airport Overlay 

-- NEW -LCCO Little Creek Cove Overlay 

Commentary: The table above translates existing zoning districts to the new zoning districts in this UDO. 

§1.15.  Graphics and Illustrations  

Where graphics or illustrations included in this UDO conflict with the text of the regulations, 

the text shall control. 
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ARTICLE 2. ZONING DISTRICTS 

§2.1.  Districts Established  

To carry out the provisions of this UDO, within the jurisdiction of Lincoln County, the 

following zoning districts are established: 

§2.1.1.  General Use Districts  

A. Residential  

1.  R-R | Rural Residential  

This district is composed of low density residential and related development 

and selected nonresidential uses, which are typically found in a rural 

residential area.  The established regulations for this district are designed to 

maintain and promote a rural and semi-rural atmosphere in portions of the 

County in which public utilities are not available and will likely not be 

available in the foreseeable future.  

2.  R-T | Transitional Residential  

Established to accommodate a wide variety of residential oriented uses in 

portions of the County which to date have not experienced significant 

amounts of growth.  Areas zoned R-T should be viewed as development 

"holding zones".  In general, such areas do not have public water and sewer 

facilities.   

3.  R-S | Residential Suburban  

Established to encourage residential type development in portions of the 

County where one or more public utilities are currently in service or are 

anticipated to be installed in the future, residential subdivision development is 

somewhat more likely in this district than in the R-R or R-T districts.  Given 

that residential will be the major use of land in this area, careful attention 

must be given to the list of nonresidential uses which can take place in order 

to maximize aesthetics and the overall quality of life in such areas. 

4.  R-SF | Residential  Single Family  

Established to provide for traditional single-family subdivisions and/or 

maintain areas in the County for traditional single-family residential uses, 

such areas, in general, do not presently contain mobile or manufactured 

homes, duplexes or multi-family dwelling developments.  Since manufactured 

homes and other types of residential dwelling units are accommodated in 

many of the other residential districts, certain areas of the County can be set 

aside exclusively for single-family purposes.  Unlike the R-S district where 

public utilities are currently in place or expected to be in the near future, the 

provision of public utilities is not a factor in the location of the R-SF district.  

Thus, the R-SF district may be applied to areas which have received both 

suburban and more rural types of development in the past. 

5.  R-CR | Residential and Commercial Recreational  

Established to provide for a combination of residential uses and outdoor 

recreation uses and activities, the R-CR district is appropriate for application 

to larger sites adjacent to Lake Norman and other streams and bodies of water 
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which lend themselves to the development of outdoor recreational areas and 

communities. 

6.  R-20 | Single -family -20 

Established as a single-family residential district, the R-20 district is intended 

to provide a quality residential environment and protect the quality of life for 

its residents and other selected uses which are permitted by special use permit.  

Each lot in the district has a minimum lot area of 20,000 square feet. 

7.  R-14 | Single -family -14 

Established primarily as a single-family residential district, each lot in the 

district has a minimum area of 14,000 square feet.  Since the purpose of this 

district is to maintain a quality residential atmosphere, uses permitted other 

than single-family are limited. 

8.  R-MR | Mixed Residential  

Established to provide for higher density residential development in harmony 

with surrounding uses, the R-MR district allows zero lot line homes, 

duplexes, townhouse development and other selected uses compatible with 

such development.  Density levels within the R-MR district may be allowed 

up to six units per acre.  

9.  R-MF | Multi -family Residential  

Established to provide for higher density, multi-family residential 

development in harmony with surrounding uses and other selected uses 

compatible with such development, density levels within the R-MF district 

may be allowed up to six units per acre.  

B. Nonresidential  

1.  O-R | Office Residential  

The O-R district is intended to accommodate modest-scale professional 

occupations, along with mixed residential units, to serve as a neighborhood 

activity center and as a transition between residential and more intense 

commercial uses. 

2.  B-N | Ne ighborhood Business  

The B-N district provides for small-scale commercial uses offering primarily 

convenience shopping and services for adjacent residential areas.  Proximity 

to residences requires that commercial operations are low intensity, 

unobtrusive and conducted at a scale and density compatible with the 

surrounding neighborhood.  There is a relatively low demand on public 

services, transportation and utilities.  

3.  B-G | General Business 

The B-G district provides locations of offices, service uses, and businesses 

retailing durable and convenience goods for the community as a whole.  

Located on arterials or collectors, such uses are accessible to and serve the 

entire community.  Such uses shall be designed in such a manner so as to 

promote aesthetics, the safe and efficient movement of traffic and not unduly 

burden adjacent thoroughfares.  Site design and buffering mitigate impacts of 

traffic, operations and scale on adjacent businesses and residential 

neighborhoods.  
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4.  B-C | Corporate Business  

The B-C district promotes the retention and growth of employment 

opportunities by providing areas where a select range of corporate uses may 

locate and where options for complementary uses exist.  Intended for light 

manufacturing, distribution and office operations operated in a relatively 

clean and quiet manner, which is not obnoxious to nearby residential or 

business districts, warehousing and wholesaling activities, and research and 

development facilities.  The B-C district also allows for accessory retail if 

integrated with an industrial or office establishment, along with restrictions 

against outside storage, dock area screening, and building construction 

materials. 

5.  I-L | Industrial Light  

The I-L district promotes the retention and growth of employment 

opportunities by providing areas where a broad range of industrial uses may 

locate and where options for complementary uses exist.  Industries should be 

operated in a relatively clean and quiet manner, and should not be obnoxious 

to nearby residential or business districts, warehousing and wholesaling 

activities, and research facilities.  The regulations of this district are intended 

to prohibit the use of land for industries that by their nature may create some 

nuisance to surrounding properties. 

6.  I-G | Industrial General 

The I-G district promotes the retention and growth of employment 

opportunities by providing areas where a broad range of industrial uses may 

locate and where options for complementary uses exist.  Intended for heavy 

industries that, by their nature, may create some nuisance, and which are not 

properly associated with or are compatible with nearby residential or business 

districts, warehousing and wholesaling activities, and research facilities.  

C. Planned      

1.  PD-R | Planned Development -Residential  

The PD-R district is intended to provide for master-planned residential 

communities containing a mix of housing types, including associated 

amenities with appropriate perimeter buffering and recreation and open space.  

This district is primarily intended for large-scale residential projects that 

require either additional flexibility not available in the residential districts or 

greater scrutiny by the County due to their scale.  

2.  PD-C | Planned Development -Commercial  

The PD-C district is intended to enhance the design of a commercial 

development by allowing for additional flexibility not available in the 

nonresidential districts.  The district allows for innovations and special 

features in site development, including the location and type of structures, the 

conservation of natural features, the conservation of energy, and the efficient 

use of recreation and open space.  

3.  PD-I | Planned Development -Industrial  

The PD-I district is intended to provide a means of achieving unified 

industrial complexes of high quality to promote amenities beyond those 

expected under conventional techniques, to achieve greater flexibility in 
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design, to encourage well-planned industrial developments that provide for 

community needs, to provide for appropriate use of land which is significantly 

unique in its physical characteristics, location or other circumstances to 

warrant special methods of development, and to allow the expansion of 

existing industrial areas while safeguarding and maintaining the integrity of 

surrounding uses, especially those of a residential nature. 

4.  PD-MU | Planned Development -Mixed Use 

The PD-MU district is intended to provide for coordinated mixed use 

developments which include light industrial, commercial, office, educational, 

civic, institutional, residential and service uses within a planned development 

with appropriate perimeter buffering and recreation and open space.  The 

variety of land uses available in this district allows flexibility to respond to 

market demands and the needs of tenants, which provides for a variety of 

physically and functionally integrated land uses.  

§2.1.2.  Reserved 

§2.1.3.  Conditional Zoning Districts  

A. Authority  

Pursuant to G.S. § 160D-703(b), the Board of Commissioners may establish by 

ordinance various conditional zoning districts. Property may be placed in a 

conditional zoning district only in response to a petition by all owners of the 

property to be included.   

B. Community Involvement Meeting (CIM)  

Prior to final acceptance of an application by the Director, all applicants petitioning 

for conditional zoning districts shall hold a community involvement meeting (CIM) 

in accordance with the following requirements: 

1.  Only the initial application for conditional zoning districts shall require a 

CIM.  Subsequent applications for subdivision or site plan review do not 

require further CIMs. 

2.  The purpose of the CIM shall be to inform the neighborhood of the nature of 

the proposed land use and development features, explain the site plan if any, 

and solicit comments. 

3.  The applicant shall provide notice by mail in accordance with §9.2.3.B.3.  The 

notice shall be mailed at least ten days but not more than 25 days prior to the 

date of the CIM.  

4.  The applicant shall prepare and submit to the Director detailed minutes that 

outlines attendance, major points discussed, and any agreements reached 

between the parties involved. 

5.  Following the CIM, the applicant shall have the opportunity to make changes 

to the application to take into account information and comments received.  

One or more revised copies of the application shall be submitted to the 

Director for review.  No additional fee shall be required to be paid for making 

such changes provided the Director receives the revised application within 30 

days following the CIM.  If a revised application is not received during said 

30 day period, the Director shall review the original application submitted. 
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6.  The Director may develop administrative rules pertaining to any additional 

requirements for the conduct of the meeting. 

C. Minimum Requirements  

All zoning regulations that apply to the general use district are minimum 

requirements for development within conditional zoning districts.  

D. Conditions of Approval  

1.  Specific conditions may be proposed by the petitioner or the County or its 

agencies, but only those conditions mutually approved by the County and the 

petitioner may be incorporated into the zoning regulations. Conditions 

imposed in a conditional district shall be limited to those that address the 

conformance of the development and use of the site to county ordinances, 

plans adopted pursuant to G.C. 160D-501, or the impacts reasonably expected 

to be generated by the development or use of the sites. Unless consented to in 

by the petitioner in writing, the County may not require, enforce, or 

incorporate into the zoning regulations or permit requirements any condition 

or requirement not authorized by otherwise applicable law, including, without 

limitation, taxes, impact fees, building design elements within the scope of 

G.S. 160D-702(b), driveway-related improvements in excess of those allows 

in G.S. 136-18(29), or other unauthorized limitations on development or use 

of land. 

2.  A conditional zoning district may provide for greater but not lesser setbacks 

than those applicable to the corresponding general use district, and may 

specify that only one or some of the uses allowed (either on a permitted or a 

special use basis) in the general use district are allowed in the conditional 

zoning district.   

E. Effect of Approval; Zoning Map Designation  

 If a petition for a conditional zoning district is approved, the development and use 

of the property shall be governed by the UDO requirements applicable to the 

districtôs zoning classification, the approved site plan for the district, and any 

additional approved rules, regulations, and conditions, all of which shall constitute 

the zoning regulations for the approved district and are binding on the property as 

an amendment to these regulations and to the Zoning Map.  Following the approval 

of the petition for a conditional zoning district, the subject property shall be 

identified on the Zoning Map by the appropriate district designation preceded by 

the letters CZ (i.e., CZ B-G).  

F. Modifications to Conditional Zoning Districts  

1.  Minor changes in a conditional zoning district may be approved by the 

Director, provided such changes will not: 

(a) Alter the basic relationship of the proposed development to adjacent 

property; 

(b)  Alter the uses permitted or increase the density or intensity of 

development; or  

(c) Change the boundaries of the approved site. 

(d)  Substantially change the vehicular access or circulation. 
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(e) Substantially change the location of principal or accessory structures, or 

the location or size of open space and recreation facilities. 

(f)   Significantly alter the basic size, form, style, ornamentation, and 

appearance of principal and accessory structures as shown on the 

approved site plan or described in the applicantôs narrative. 

(g) Substantially reduce the degree or change the location of landscape 

buffers. 

2.  A major modification in a conditional zoning district shall be subject to 

approval in accordance with the procedure which governed the districtôs 

approval. 

§2.1.4.  Overlay Districts  

A. Eastern Lincoln Development District (ELDD)  

The ELDD is established to address the growth opportunities in eastern Lincoln 

County, primarily along the NC 16 Business and NC 16 Bypass corridors. Due to 

the importance and special nature of these corridors and the development pressures 

in these areas, additional standards are needed beyond those applicable countywide 

and described in the general development standards of Article 3. The standards 

established in §2.5.1 apply to nonresidential, mixed-use, multi-family and planned 

development. 

  
B. Watershed Protection Overlay  (-WPO) 

The -WPO district is established to protect the following designated watersheds: 

WS-II -CA (Critical Area); WS-II -BW (Balance of Watershed); WS-III -BW 

(Balance of Watershed); WS-IV-CA (Critical Area); WS-IV-PA (Protected Area).  

The designated watersheds under this district are defined and established by the 

overlay district ñ-WPO Watershed Protection Overlayò on the Zoning Map.  Land 

use and development within the -WPO district must comply with all the 

requirements of both the underlying zoning district and the respective watersheds.  

The ïWPO district is intended for application to lands designated as a Public Water 

Supply Watershed by the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission 

and as defined and established on the map entitled, "Watershed Protection Map of 

Lincoln County, North Carolina" (the Watershed Map").  See §7.3 for watershed 

protection standards. 

C. Historic Overlay ( -HO) 

The ïHO district is established to protect, enhance, and perpetuate landmarks or 

areas of historical and cultural importance and significance.  Designation of historic 

overlay areas is necessary to promote the economic, cultural, educational, and 

general welfare of the public, because such areas represent the unique confluence of 

time and place that shaped the identity of generations of citizens, both collectively 

and individually, and produced significant historic, architectural, and cultural 

resources that constitute their heritage.   

D. Airport Overlay ( -AO) 

The ïAO district is established to prevent the creation or establishment of 

obstructions that are hazards to air navigation.  Prevention of these obstructions 

should be accomplished, to the extent legally possible, by the exercise of the police 

power without compensation.  The prevention of the creation or establishment of 
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hazards to air navigation or obstructions and the elimination, removal, alteration or 

mitigation of air hazards to air navigation or obstructions, or the marking and 

lighting of obstructions, are public purposes for which a political subdivision may 

raise and expend public funds and acquire land or interests in land. 

E. Reserved 

§2.1.5.  Interpretation of District Boundaries  

A. Defined  

District boundaries as are shown upon the Zoning Map of the County, and the 

provisions of this UDO are hereby established and declared to be in effect upon all 

land included within the boundaries of each and every district shown on the map.  

B. Rules for Interpretatio n  

1.  The Director is authorized to interpret the Zoning Map and to pass upon 

disputed questions of lot lines or district boundary lines and similar questions.  

If such questions arise in the context of an appeal from a decision of the 

Director, they shall be handled as provided in §9.19, Administrative Appeals. 

2.  An application for a Zoning Map interpretation shall be submitted by filing 

the application with the Director.  The application shall contain sufficient 

information to enable the Director to make the necessary interpretation. 

3.  Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any district shown on the 

Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply:  

(a) Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of 

roads, alleys, highways, streams or railroads shall be construed to follow 

such centerlines.  

(b)  Boundaries indicated as approximately following lot lines, any 

municipal boundaries or extraterritorial jurisdiction boundary lines, shall 

be construed as following such lines, limits or boundaries; and 

(c) Boundaries indicated as following shorelines shall be construed to 

follow such shorelines, and in the event of change in the shoreline shall 

be construed as following such changed shorelines. 

4.  Where a district boundary divides a lot or where distances are not specifically 

indicated on the Zoning Map, the boundary shall be determined by 

measurement, using the scale of the Zoning Map. 

5.  Where any road or alley is hereafter officially vacated or abandoned, the 

regulations applicable to each parcel of abutting property shall apply to that 

portion of such road or alley added thereto by virtue of such vacation or 

abandonment.   
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§2.2.  Permitted Land Uses  

§2.2.1.  Use Table 

The use table is subject to the explanation as set forth below. 

A. Key to Types of Use  

1.  Permitted  

A òPò indicates that a use is permitted in the respective district subject to the 

specific use standards in Article 4.  Such uses are also subject to all other 

applicable requirements of this UDO.  

2.  Reserved 

3.  Special 

An ñSò indicates a use that may be permitted in the respective general use 

district only where approved by the Board of Commissioners in accordance 

with §9.11.  Special uses are subject to all other applicable requirements of 

this UDO, including the specific use standards contained in Article 4. 

4.  Use Standard 

The ñUse Standardò column on the table is a cross-reference to any specific 

use standard listed in Article 4.  Where no cross-reference is shown, no 

additional use standard shall apply.  

5.  Uses Not Permitted  

A blank cell in the use table indicates that a use is not permitted in the 

respective district.  

B. Permitted Use  Table 

The following table lists the principal uses permitted by this UDO for general use 

districts.  For conditional zoning districts, see §2.1.3; for overlay districts, see §2.5; 

for planned development districts, see §2.4.9, and for accessory structures and uses, 

see §4.6.  
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 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.10)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

Residential Uses 1 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

Single-family detached P P P P P P P P P        

Modular (CABO) P P P P P P P P P        

Alley-loaded house   P P P P P P P P       §4.2.1 

Zero lot line house    P P P   P P P P       §4.2.2 

Two-family house  P P    
P 

          §4.2.3 

Townhouse   S  S   P P S S     §4.2.4 

Multi-family   S  S    S       §4.2.5 

Upper-story residential          P P P    §4.2.6 

Boarding house P P P      P P P     §4.2.7 

Manufactured home, Class A P P S             §4.2.8 

Manufactured home, Class B P P S             §4.2.9 

Manufactured home, Class C P P S             §4.2.10 

Manufactured home, Class D S S              §4.2.11 

Manufactured home, Class E P P S             §4.2.12 

Manufactured home, Class F                §4.2.13 

Manufactured home park (<20 units) S S          S    §4.2.14 

Manufactured home park (>20 units) S S          S    §4.2.14 

Storage, private (on <2 ac.) 
S 

S S S S S            

Storage, private (on >2 ac.) 
 

P P P P P            

                 

Civic Uses R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

Airport, public or private S S             S  

Adult care home S S S      S S S      

Bus terminal, public S S          P  P P  

Cemetery P P S S S       S    §4.3.1 

Civic club or community center S S S S S     P P P   P  

Coliseums 1000+ seats           S S     

College          P S S P    

Correctional facility               S  

County facility P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P §4.3.5 

Day care center, small group (1-6 ) P P P P P   P P P P P     

Day care center (6+) S S S S S   S S P P P P P S §4.3.2 

Day care center (6+) as accessory use             P P
( 

P  

Family care home P P P P P P P P P P P     §4.3.3 

Hospital           S P P S    

Museum (privately owned)          P P P S    

Nursing home S S S       S S S     

Park, open area * P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  

Place of worship, seating capacity<500 P P P P P     P P P    §4.3.4 

Place of worship, seating capacity  
500 to 1000  

P P S S S      P P    §4.3.4 

Place of worship, seating capacity >1000 
>1000 

          P P    §4.3.4 

State or federal facility not listed as C use           P P P  P
C 

P §4.3.5 
 
 

Public safety facility P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P §4.3.5 
 Railroad terminal and yard               P  

Recreation facilities, private S S S S S S S S S  S S     

Recreation facilities, public P P P P P S S S S P P      

 School, elementary and secondary P P P P P      S S    §4.3.6 

Solar farm  S S          S S S S §4.3.6 
 

                                                      
1 Some residential uses listed in this table may only be allowed in cluster subdivisions (See §2.4.5 and §2.4.6) 



§2.2  Permitted Land Uses Article 2. Zoning Districts 

 Use Table 

 

Effective 8/31/2009  Unified Development Ordinance 

2-10   Lincoln County, North Carolina 

 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.10)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

Technical, trade, business school S S        S  P  P   

Utility, minor * P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  

Utility, major * S S S S S S S S S S S S S S
S 

S  

Wireless facility and tower (up to 60 ft)   P P P P P P   P P P P P P P §4.3.7 

Wireless facility and tower (60-100 ft)   S S S S S S    S S S S P P §4.3.7 

Wireless facility and tower (101-325 ft.) S S S S        S S S SS §4.3.7 

                 

Commercial Uses  R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

Adult establishment               S §4.4.1 

Agriculture* P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P  

Agriculture (sales, processing) * S S             P  

Agricultural supply/equipment sales S           P   P  

Amusement center, indoor           S S     

Animal shelter            S   S  

Artist studio, gallery          P P P     

Auctions, livestock or outdoor S           S   S  

Bank or financial institution          P P P P S   

Bar or nightclub            S    §4.4.2 

Bed & breakfast S S S S S    P P P P    §4.4.3 

Cabinet shop              S
S 

P  

Campground S    S       S     

Catering, food            P  P
C 

P  

Club, private P P S S S S S S    P    §4.4.4 

Contractorôs office            P  P P §4.4.5 

Contractorôs yard              P P  

Convenience store without fuel sales           P P   P  

Commercial fishing lake S S               

Electronic gaming operation            S  S  §4.4.6 

Farm stand S          S S   P §4.4.7 

Flea market            S   
 
 
 

S §4.4.8 

Florist, wholesale            S   S  

Freezer lockers               P  

Funeral home           P P  S   

Gas station with convenience retail           S P   S §4.4.9 

Hotel, motel     S       P    §4.4.10 

Indoor Recreation *            P   S  

Kennel S S         S S   S §4.4.11 

Machinery repair              P P  

Marina     S             

Microbrewery           P P    §4.4.12 

Microbrewery combined with restaurant 
 

resrestauuarnat  

          P P    §4.4.13 

Newspaper publisher           S P P P P  

Office, general *          P P P P P P  

Office, professional          P P P P P P  

Office, medical *          P P P P P P  

Outdoor recreation, private * S S S S S            

Outdoor recreation, public * S S S S S       S     

Parking lot, commercial               P  

Photo finishing laboratory            P S P P  

Post office          S P P  P P  

Postal/parcel processing              P P  

Racetrack S              S §4.4.14 
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 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.10)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

Radio or television studio            P P P   

Recreational club, private     S       P    §4.4.15 

Restaurant, general     S      P P S S  §4.4.16 

Restaurant, fast food            P  S
S 

  

Retail, neighborhood *           P P    §4.4.17 

Retail, general *            P P    §4.4.17 

Riding stable S S S         S    §4.4.18 

Self-storage facility             S   P §4.4.19 

Service, neighborhood *            P P  P  §4.4.20 

Service, general *            P P  P P §4.4.20 

Shooting range, indoor           S S    §4.4.21 

Shooting range, outdoor S           S     
 Tattoo parlor/body piercing establishment            S     

Vehicle repair *                P §4.4.22 

Vehicle sales *            S  S S §4.4.23 

Vehicle service *           S P  P P §4.4.24 

Vending supply               P  

Veterinarian, animal hospital           P P  S  §4.4.25 

Winery S S S S S           §4.4.26 

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.11)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

Industrial Uses  
R-

R 

R-

T 

R-

S 

R-

SF 

R-

C

R 

R

-

1

4 

R-

20 

R-

M

R 

R-

MF 

O-

R 

B-

N 

B-

G 
B-C 

I-

L 

I-

G 

Use 

Standar

d 

2007 NAICS Classifications                 

Mining, oil and gas extraction                 

2111 Oil and gas extraction               S §4.5.1 

2121 Coal mining               S §4.5.1 

2122 Metal ore mining               S §4.5.1 

2123 Nonmetallic mineral mining               S §4.5.1 

2124 Support activities for mining               S §4.5.1 

Manufacturing                  

3111 Animal food               S  

3112 Grain and oilseed milling               S  

3113 Sugar and confectionery product               P  

3114 Fruit and vegetable preserving, etc.               P  

3115 Dairy product               P  

3116 Animal slaughtering and processing               S  

3117 Seafood product preparation               S  

3118 Bakeries and tortilla             S P P  

3119 Other food                 P  

3121 Beverage                P  

3122 Tobacco                S  

3131 Fiber, yarn and thread              S P P  

3132 Fabric              S P P  

3133 Textile and fabric finishing               S  

3141 Textile furnishings             S P P  

3149 Other textile product             S P P  

3151 Apparel knitting             S P P  

3152 Cut and sew apparel             S P P  

3159 Apparel accessories, other apparel             S P P  

3161 Leather and hide tanning               S  

3162 Footwear               P  

3169 Other leather and allied product               P  

3211 Sawmills and wood preservation               S  
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 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.10)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

3212 Veneer, plywood, etc.               P  

3219 Other wood product               P  

3221 Pulp, paper and paperboard             S    

3222 Converted paper product             S P P  

3231 Printing, related support activities             S P P  

3241 Petroleum and coal products                S  

3251 Basic chemical               S  

3252 Resin, synthetic rubber, etc.               S  

3253 Pesticides, fertilizer, etc.               S  

3254 Pharmaceutical and medicine             S P P  

3255 Paint, coating and adhesive                 S  

3256 Soap, cleaning compound, etc.               S  

3259 Other chemical product               S  

3261 Plastics product               P  

3262 Rubber product               S  

3271 Clay product and refractory               S  

3272 Glass and glass product                P  

3273 Cement and concrete product               S  

3274 Lime and gypsum product               S  

3279 Other nonmetallic mineral product               S  

3311 Iron and steel mills               S  

3312 Steel product manufacturing               P  

3313 Alumina and aluminum production               S  

3314 Other nonferrous metal production               S  

3315 Foundries               S  

3321 Forging and stamping               P  

3322 Cutlery and handtool             S P P  

3323 Architectural and structural metals                P  

3324 Boiler, tank and shipping container               P  

3325 Hardware manufacturing             S P P  

3326 Spring and wire product              S  P P  

3327 Machine shops; turned product             S P P  

3328 Coating, engraving, heat treating               P  

3329 Other fabricated metal product               P  

3331 Agriculture, construction machinery               P  

3332 Industrial machinery               P  

3333 Commercial and service machinery             S P P  

3334 HVAC and commercial refrigeration             S P P  

3335 Metalworking machinery             S P P  

3336 Engine, turbine equipment               P  

3339 Other general purpose machinery               P  

3341 Computer and peripheral 
equipment 

            S P P  

3342 Communications equipment             S P P  

3343 Audio and video equipment             S P P  

3344 Semiconductor, other component             S P P  

3345 Measuring and control instruments             S P P  

3346 Magnetic and optical media             S P P  
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 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.10)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

3351 Electric lighting equipment             S P P  

3352 Household appliances             S P P  

3353 Electrical equipment               P  

3359 Other electrical component               P  

3361 Motor vehicle manufacturing               S  

3362 Motor vehicle body and trailer              S P  

3363 Motor vehicle parts                S P  

3364 Aerospace product and parts              S P  

3365 Railroad rolling stock                 S  

3366 Ship and boat building               S  

3369 Other transportation equipment               S  

3371 Household and institutional furniture               P  

3372 Office furniture (including fixtures)               P  

3379 Other furniture-related product               P  

3391 Medical equipment and supplies              S P P  

3399 Other miscellaneous manufacturing             S P P  

                 

Wholesale trade                 

4231 Motor vehicle, parts and supplies               P  

4232 Furniture and home furnishing 
furnfurnishingstruction materials 
construction materials 

              P  

4233 Lumber, construction materials               P  

4234 Profession, commercial equipment                P  

4235 Metal and mineral               P  

4236 Electrical and electronic goods               P  

4237 Hardware, plumbing and heating               P  

4238 Machinery, equipment and supplies               P  

4239 Miscellaneous durable goods               P  

4241 Paper and paper product               P  

4242 Drugs and druggists sundries               P  

4243 Apparel, piece goods and notions               P  

4244 Grocery and related product               P  

4245 Farm product raw material               P  

4246 Chemical and allied products               S  

4247 Petroleum, petroleum products 
beverage 

              S  

4248 Alcoholic beverage               P  

4249 Miscellaneous nondurable goods               P  

4251 Wholesale electronic markets               P  

Transportation and warehousing                 

4841 General freight trucking               P  

4842 Specialized freight trucking                P  

4855 Charter bus               P  

4931 Warehousing and storage               P  

Other uses                 

Battery storage               S  

Bulk storage of flammable liquids               S  

Building material sales, lumberyards            S   P  

Crematorium              P P  

Data center             P P P  

Dry cleaning and laundry plants               P  

Junkyard/salvage               S  

Laboratories             P P P  

Motor sports/team racing                P  

Product distributing plant               P  

Recycling facility, indoor               P  
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 R-R R-T R-S 
R-

SF 

R-

CR 

R-

14 

R-

20 

R-

MR 

R-

MF 
O-R B-N  B-G B-C I-L I-G 

Use 

Standard  

        P = Permitted    |     S = Special Use (§9.10)      |         * = Group of Uses ( §2.3)   

Repair and servicing of machinery,  
equipment or products  

              P  

Retail sales as an accessory use 
to a manufacturing or distribution plant  

              P  

Research and development *             P P P  

Septic service               P  

Supply houses               P  

Tire recapping shop               P  

Vehicle storage               P  

Waste service*               S §4.5.1 

§2.3.  Use Interpretation   

§2.3.1.  Grouping of Uses 

As set forth in the Permitted Land Use Table (see §2.2.1), certain uses are grouped 

together based on common functional, product, or physical characteristics.  

Characteristics include the type and amount of activity, the type of customers, how goods 

or services are sold or delivered, likely impact on surrounding properties, and site 

conditions.  Grouping uses provides a systematic basis for assigning uses to appropriate 

general use districts.  Any use not specifically set forth in this UDO is expressly 

prohibited, unless determined otherwise as set forth in paragraph §2.3.6 below.  

§2.3.2.  Uses Not Grouped 

As set forth in the Permitted Land Use Table (see §2.2.1), due to their specific nature and 

characteristics, certain uses have not been grouped.  Individual uses may be defined in 

Article 12, Definitions. 

§2.3.3.  Civic Use Groups 

Airport and Bus Terminals:  Transportation services and facilities for the landing and 

takeoff of airplanes and helicopters, fixed base operations, flying schools, air shipment 

warehouses, passenger terminals for bus service, and associated loading and unloading 

areas. 

 

Parks and Open Areas:  Uses focusing on natural areas consisting mostly of open 

vegetation, passive or active outdoor recreation areas, or community gardens, and having 

few structures.  Parks and open areas shall include the following: tot lot and playgrounds; 

mini-parks; plazas; squares; greens; neighborhood parks; botanical gardens; nature 

preserves and recreation trails; or any similar use. 

 

Utility, Major:  A large-scale utility such as water or wastewater treatment plant, water 

tower, electrical generation plant, or transmission facility or any similar use.  ñSolar 

farmò is specifically excluded from the definition of ñMajor Utility.ò 

 

Utility, Minor:  All utility facilities not considered major, including, but not limited to 

neighborhood-serving facilities such as utility distribution lines, sewage collection lines, 

pump stations, telephone exchanges, lift stations, and stormwater detention facilities, or 

any similar use. 
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§2.3.4.  Commercial Use Groups  

Agriculture:  Bona fide farm purposes as defined by N.C. General Statutes 160D-903(a), 

including the production and activities relating to or incidental to the production of crops, 

fruits, vegetables, ornamental and flowering plants, dairy, livestock, poultry and all other 

forms of agricultural products having a domestic or foreign market.  

 

Indoor Recreation:  Amusement or recreational activities carried on wholly within a 

building, including dance hall, theater, health club and activities of a similar nature.  This 

does not include an adult-oriented business or amusement center. 

 

Office, General:  A facility generally focusing on business, government, professional or 

financial services.  General office shall include the following: advertising office; bank; 

business management consulting; data processing; financial business such as lender, 

investment or brokerage house; collection agency; real estate or insurance agent; 

professional service such as lawyer, accountant, bookkeeper, engineer, or architect; sales 

office, travel agency or any similar use. 

 

Office, Medical:  A medical facility in which a doctor, dentist, psychiatrist, physicianôs 

assistant, nurse practitioner or similar medical provider treats or counsels patients. 

 

Outdoor Recreation:  Any recreational facility where activity takes place primarily 

outdoors, including miniature golf courses, batting cages, swimming pool, driving range 

or a similar facility.  This definition does not include riding stables, racetracks or 

shooting ranges. 

 

Retail, General:   A facility involved in the wholesale or retail sale, lease, or rental of new 

or used products to through traffic as well as the surrounding neighborhood.  General 

retail shall include the selling, leasing or renting of the following goods:  antiques; art; art 

supplies; bicycles; building supplies; cameras; carpet and floor coverings; crafts; 

clothing; computers; dry goods; electronic equipment; fabric; furniture; garden supplies; 

hardware; household products; jewelry; medical supplies; musical instruments; music; 

pets; pet supplies; printed materials; sporting goods; or any similar use.  The retail sale of 

automobile parts shall be considered retail general provided no on-site automobile service 

or repair is provided.  This definition does not include any adult entertainment 

establishment. 

 

Retail, Neighborhood: A facility involved in the sale, lease, or rental of new or used 

products primarily to local traffic in the surrounding neighborhood.  Neighborhood retail 

shall include the selling, leasing or renting of the following goods: books; health and 

beauty products; photo finishing; crafts; flowers; gifts or souvenirs; groceries; plants; 

picture frames; produce; stationery; tobacco; videos or any similar use.  Also includes 

preparation and sale of baked goods, coffee, ice cream, fountain drinks, confections and 

similar products whose preparation does not require installation of an exhaust hood. 

 

Service, General:  A facility involved in providing personal or repair services to through 

traffic as well as the surrounding neighborhood.  General services shall include the 

following personal services: animal grooming; dance, martial arts, photographic, music 

studio or classroom; photocopy, blueprint, quick-sign service; psychic or medium; 

security service; taxidermist; catering service or any similar use.  General services shall 

also include the following repair services: bicycles; mopeds, canvas products; clocks; 
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computers; jewelry; musical instruments; office equipment; radios; shoes; televisions; 

furniture; watches or any similar use.  Also includes a tailor, milliner, upholsterer or 

locksmith.  This definition does not include any adult entertainment establishment. 

 

Service, Neighborhood: A facility involved in providing limited personal services to local 

traffic in the surrounding neighborhood.  Neighborhood services shall include the 

following: personal care services such as hair, nail, tanning, massage therapy; 

laundromat; dry cleaning and laundry pickup station; pack and ship facility; or any 

similar use.  

 

Vehicle Sales: A facility involved in providing direct sales, renting or leasing of motor 

vehicles, light and medium trucks, tractor trailers, recreational vehicles; construction 

equipment; motorcycles and boats, or any similar use. 

 

Vehicle Service: A facility involved in providing limited service to passenger vehicles 

and other small consumer vehicles.  Such minor operations are primarily provided while 

customers wait for their vehicles.  Limited vehicle service shall include the following: 

alignment shop; quick lubrication facilities; brake service, battery sales and installation; 

outdoor car wash; auto detailing and tire sales and mounting; or any similar use. 

 

Vehicle Repair: A facility involved in providing repair services to passenger vehicles, 

light and medium trucks, tractor trailers, recreational vehicles, earthmoving equipment; 

construction equipment; vehicle painting; upholstery repair; farming equipment; and 

other consumer motor vehicles such as motorcycles and boats, or any similar use.  

 

§2.3.5.  Industrial Use Groups  

 

Research and Development: A facility focused primarily on the research and 

development of new products.  Research and development shall include: laboratories, 

offices, and other facilities used for research and development by or for any individual, 

organization, or concern, whether public or private; prototype production facilities that 

manufacture a limited amount of a product in order to fully investigate the merits of such 

a product; pilot plants used to test manufacturing processes planned for use in production 

elsewhere; production facilities and operations with a high degree of scientific input; 

facilities and operations in which the input of science, technology, research, and other 

forms of concepts or ideas constitute a major element of the value added by manufacture 

per unit of product. 

 

Waste Service: A facility that generally receives solid or liquid wastes from others for 

transfer to another location, collects sanitary waste or manufactures a product from the 

composting of organic material.  Waste-related service shall include the following: 

animal waste processing; landfill, incinerator; manufacture and production of goods from 

composting organic material; outdoor recycle processing center; outdoor storage of 

recyclable material, including construction material; transfer station; or any similar use. 

§2.3.6.  Uses Not Specifically Listed   

A. Any use not specifically listed in this UDO is expressly prohibited, unless the 

Director determines in accordance with §9.17, Written Interpretation, that the use is 

similar to a permitted individual use or permitted group of uses as listed in this 
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UDO.  Where such similar permitted individual use or permitted group of uses is 

subject to a use standard contained in this article or special use review, the proposed 

use shall also be subject to such standard or approval.  The Director shall not amend 

this UDO by adding to or eliminating any use standard for the proposed use. 

B. Where a use not listed is found by the Director not to be similar to any other 

permitted individual use or permitted group of uses, the use shall be permitted only 

following a text amendment in accordance with §9.3.  The decision of the Director 

may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment. 

C. When considering the appropriate districts for a use not listed in the Permitted 

Land Use Table, the district intent statements (see §2.1) shall be taken into 

consideration. 

D. Determination of an appropriate group of uses for a proposed use not currently 

listed shall be made by applying the following criteria. 

1.  The actual or projected characteristics of the activity in relationship to the 

stated characteristics of each use category. 

2.  The relative amount of site area or floor space and equipment devoted to the 

activity. 

3.  Relative amounts of sales from each activity. 

4.  The customer type for each activity. 

5.  The relative number of employees in each activity. 

6.  Hours of operation. 

7.  Building and site arrangement. 

8.  Types of vehicles used and their parking requirements. 

9.  The relative number of vehicle trips generated.  

10.  Signs. 

11.  How the use is advertised. 

12.  The likely impact on surrounding properties. 

13.  Whether the activity is likely to be found independent of the other activities 

on the site. 

§2.3.7.  Developments with Multiple Principal Uses  

A. Except as set forth in §4.1, Complexes, no more than one principal building or use 

may be erected on a single lot of record. 

B. When all principal uses of a development fall within one use category, the entire 

development shall be assigned to that use category. 

C. When the principal uses of a development fall within different groups of uses or no 

group of uses, each principal use shall be classified in the applicable group of uses 

or treated as an individual use and each use shall be subject to all applicable 

regulations for that group of uses or individual use. 

D. A development comprised of uses regulated by separate rows on the Permitted 

Land Use Table shall be reviewed using the most restrictive process from among 

the proposed uses.  



§2.3  Use Interpretation Article 2. Zoning Districts 

 Developments with Multiple Principal Uses 

 

Effective 8/31/2009  Unified Development Ordinance 

2-18   Lincoln County, North Carolina 

E. Where a use requiring approval as a special use lies on a separate legal parcel, only 

the building containing the use and its separate parcel shall be subject to review, not 

the entire project.  However, where the separate legal parcel is an outparcel, the 

applicant shall describe the relationship of the outparcel to the remaining site. 
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§2.4.  General Use District Standards  

§2.4.1.  Intent  

The general use district development standards establish lot sizes and certain restrictions 

for residential and nonresidential development.  These standards allow for variety in 

housing types while maintaining the overall character of neighborhoods and commercial 

areas of the County.  Separate standards are established to regulate development in each 

general use district.  This approach to district development standards has several public 

benefits: 

A. It allows for development that is more sensitive to the environment and allows for 

the preservation of open and natural areas. 

B. It promotes quality site layout and energy-efficient development. 

C. It promotes affordable and life-cycle housing. 

D. It promotes development intensities that match existing and proposed 

infrastructure investments. 

§2.4.2.  Resource Conservation Areas  

A. No resource conservation area (see §7.2) shall be counted towards lot area required 

by this article.  This shall not preclude the platting of lots in such areas, provided 

that adequate lot area outside the resource conservation area is provided to meet the 

minimum lot area requirements of this article.   

B. Resource conservation area shall be counted towards the recreation and open space 

requirements to the extent specified in §3.3.  

§2.4.3.  How to Use this Section  

This section is divided into the following: 

 

PART 1.  RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS. 

This Part sets forth specific standards for development in residential 

districts. 

 §2.4.4 through §2.4.7 

PART 2.  NONRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS. 

This Part sets forth specific standards for development in 

nonresidential districts. 

 §2.4.8 

PART 3.  PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS.  
This Part sets forth specific standards for development in planned 

development districts. 

 §2.4.9 
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Figure 2.  Cluster Residential Subdivision 

Figure 1.  Conventional Residential Subdivision 

PART 1.  RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

§2.4.4.  Residential Subdivision Types  

Development within the residential districts allows a variety of subdivision types.  Two 

types of residential subdivisions are permitted, as follows. 

A. Conventional Residential Subdivision   

Conventional residential subdivision 

is a pattern of residential development 

that provides a majority of property 

owners with substantial yards on their 

own property.  

 

 

 

 

 

B. Cluster Residential 
Subdivision  

Cluster residential subdivisions trade 

conventional minimum lot size and 

dimensions for additional common 

recreation and open space.  A cluster 

residential subdivision shall be a 

sufficient size to ensure adequate 

common recreation and open space 

can be incorporated into the 

subdivision design.  A cluster 

residential subdivision may allow 

additional density provided certain 

enhancements are incorporated into 

the design of the subdivision.  

§2.4.5.  Conventional Subdivision 
Standards 

A. Applicability  

A conventional residential subdivision is permitted in all residential districts subject 

to the following standards. 

B. Development Standards  

Applicants utilizing the conventional residential subdivision option shall meet all 

applicable development standards as set forth in Article 3, General Development 

Standards and Article 7, Natural Resource Protection.  Applicants shall comply 

with all other provisions in this UDO and all other applicable laws. 

C. Dimensional Standards  

Applicants utilizing the conventional residential subdivision option shall meet the 

following standards.  Applicants shall comply with all other provisions in this UDO 
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and all other applicable laws.  Dimensional standards for manufactured homes shall 

be the same as for single-family detached in the applicable district.  

 
Convent ional Residential Subdivision  

R-R 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

Use Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 

 
None 
N/A  

   

 

Lot (without public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. Acres)  

Lot width (min. ft.)   
43,560 

100  

   

 

Lot (with public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)   
40,000 

100  

   

 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
40  

   

 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50%  

   

 

       

R-T 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

Use Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 

 
None 
N/A 

  
 

None 
N/A 

  

Lot (without public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.)  

Lot width (min. ft.)   
32,500 

100 
  32,500 

100 
  

Lot (with public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)   
32,500 

100 
  32,500 

100 
  

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
40 

  

30 
15 
30 
25 
40 

  

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50% 

  
35 

35% 
50% 

  



§2.4  General Use District Standards Article 2. Zoning Districts 

 Conventional Subdivision Standards 

 

Effective 8/31/2009  Unified Development Ordinance 

2-22   Lincoln County, North Carolina 

Convent ional Residential Subdivision  

R-S 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family (1) 

Use Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Permitted Special Use Special Use 

Density (max. units/acre) 
Without public water/sewer 
With public water or sewer 

With public water/sewer 

-- 
-- 
--  

  
-- 
-- 
-- 

 
4 
6 
8 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A  

  
None 
N/A 

 
None 
N/A 

Parcel (min.) 
Area per building --  

  
32,500 

 
40,000 

Lot (without public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.)  

Lot width (min. ft.)   
32,500 

100  

 
32,500 

100 

 
40,000 

100 

Lot (with public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)   
22,500 

100  

 
32,500 

100 

 
40,000 

100 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
40  

 
30 
10 
20 
40 
40 

 
30 
10 
20 
40 
40 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50%  

 
35 

35% 
50% 

 
35 

35% 
50% 

 

R-SF 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

 Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A  

 

 

 

 

Lot (without public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.)  

Lot width (min. ft.)   
32,500 

100  

 

 

 

 

Lot (with public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)   
22,500 

80  

 

 

 

 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
40  

 

 

 

 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50%  

 

 

 

 

 (1) More than one building may be established on a single lot (see §4.1, Complexes) 
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Convent ional Residential Subdivision  

R-CR 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse (1) Multi -family (1) 

Use 
Permitted Not Permitted 

Not Permitted Not Permitted 
Special Use 

 
Special  Use 

Density (max. units/acre) --    10 10 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A    

40,000 
N/A 

40,000 
N/A 

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building --    40,000 40,000 

Lot (without public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. acres)  

Lot width (min. ft.)   
22,500 

100    

Set by Special Use 
Process 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

Lot (with public water or sewer) 
Lot area (min. acres)  

Lot width (min. ft.) 
20,000 

100    

Set by Special Use 
Process 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

Lot (with public water/sewer) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)   

 
14,000 

100   
 

Set by Special Use 
Process 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
40   

 
Set by Special Use 

Process 
Set by Special 
Use Process 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50%   

 
Set by Special Use 

Process 
Set by Special 
Use Process 

 

R-20 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

Use Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A   

   

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building --      

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (sq. ft.) 

Lot width (ft.) 
Water/sewer, public  

20,000 
100 

Required   

   

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
30   

   

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
55%   
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Convent ional Residential Subdivision  

R-14 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

Use Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A   

   

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building --      

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (sq. ft.) 

Lot width (ft.) 
Water/sewer, public   

14,000 
100 

Required   

   

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
30   

   

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
55%   

   

  

R-MR 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse (1) Multi -family (1) 

Use Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Special Use Not Permitted 

Density (max. units/acre) -- --   6  

Site (min.) 
Area (sq. ft.) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A 

None 
N/A   

20,000 
N/A  

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building -- --   8,000  

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (sq. ft.) 

Lot width (ft.) 
Water/sewer, public   

10,000 
50 

Required 

6,000 
50 

Required   

Set by Special Use 
Process  

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

15 
6 
12 
10 
20 

15 
0 
10 
10 
20   

Set by Special Use 
Process  

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50%   

Set by Special Use 
Process  

 (1) More than one building may be established on a single lot (see §4.1, Complexes) 
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Convent ional Residential Subdivision  

R-MF 
Single- 

family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  

Alley -

loaded Two -family  Townhouse (1) Multi -family (1) 

Use Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Permitted Special Use 

Density (max. units/acre) --    6 6 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 
None 
N/A   

 4 
N/A 

4 
N/A 

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building --    21,780 21,780 

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (sq. ft.) 

Lot width (ft.) 
Water/sewer, public   

6,000 
50 

Required   

 
Set by Conditional 

Use Process 
Set by Special 
Use Process 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

20 
6 
12 
10 
20   

 
Set by Conditional 

Use Process 
Set by Special 
Use Process 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
60%   

 
Set by Conditional 

Use Process 
Set by Special 
Use Process 

 (1) More than one building may be established on a single lot (see §4.1, Complexes) 

§2.4.6.  Cluster Subdivision Standards  

A. Intent  

The intent of a cluster residential subdivision is to provide a development 

alternative to a conventional subdivision.  A cluster residential subdivision involves 

placing a cluster of home sites within a portion of the development site, allowing 

housing units on smaller lots than those permitted in a conventional residential 

subdivision to promote environmental sensitivity, make more efficient use of the 

land and provide additional common recreation and open space.  Cluster 

subdivision development is encouraged by Lincoln County in the form of these 

flexible design and maximum density provisions.  Other purposes of a cluster 

residential subdivision include the following: 

1.  To preserve in perpetuity unique or sensitive natural resources such as 

groundwater, floodplains, wetlands, streams, steep slopes, woodlands and 

wildlife habitat. 

2.  To preserve important historic and archaeological sites. 

3.  To permit clustering of houses and structures in a manner that will reduce the 

amount of infrastructure, including paved surfaces and utility easements, 

necessary for residential development.  

4.  To reduce erosion and sedimentation by minimizing land disturbance and 

removal of vegetation in residential development.   

5.  To promote interconnected greenways and corridors throughout the 

community, and create contiguous green space within and adjacent to 

development sites. 

6.  To protect scenic views. 
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Figure 3.  Subdivision Design Process 

7.  To protect prime agricultural land and preserve farming as an economic 

activity. 

B. Applicability  

A cluster residential subdivision is permitted in the R-R, R-T, R-SF, R-20 and R-14 

districts subject to the following standards. 

C. Subdivision Design 
Process 

Cluster option subdivisions 

shall be designed around 

recreation and open space.  

The design process should be 

ñland-basedò, and commence 

with the delineation of all 

potential open space, after 

which potential building sites 

are located.  Following that, 

road alignments are identified, 

with lot lines being drawn as 

the final step.  This ñfour-stepò 

design process is further 

described below: 

STEP 1: OPEN SPACE DESIGNATION 

All potential conservation areas shall be 

identified using a Site Analysis Map.  See §3.3.3 

for using conservation areas to meet minimum 

open space requirements.  

 

 

Figure 4.  Step 1: Open Space Designation 
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Figure 6.  Step 3: Road and Lot Layout 

Figure 5.  Step 2: Building Site Location 

Figure 7.  Step 4: Drawing in Lot Lines 

 

STEP 2: BUILDING SITE LOCATION 

During the second step, potential building sites are 

tentatively located, taking into consideration the 

locations of existing cleared areas, slope, etc.  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

STEP 3: ROAD AND LOT 

LAYOUT  

The third step consists of aligning proposed 

roads to provide vehicular access to each 

building in the most reasonable and economical 

manner.  When access roads are laid out, they 

shall be located in such a way that avoids or at 

least minimizes impacts on the Primary, 

Secondary, and Tertiary Conservation Areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 4: DRAWING IN LOT LINES 

The fourth step consists of drawing in lot lines 

around potential building sites.  Each lot must 

meet the requirements of §2.4.6.H, 
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Dimensional Standards, and shall contain a buildable area of sufficient size to accommodate intended 

structures (i.e.  Dwelling units and customary accessory uses including but not limited to, storage 

buildings and garages, patios and decks, and driveways.)  
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D. Mix of Housing Types  

Two-family and townhouse residential units may comprise no more than 50 percent 

of the total dwelling units of a proposed cluster residential subdivision.   

E. Density  

In no case shall the district density be exceeded for the overall site. (See §2.4)  

F. Public Water/Sewer  

Public water and sewer is required, unless otherwise approved by the County 

Health Department. 

G. Development Standards  

Applicants utilizing the cluster residential subdivision option shall meet all 

applicable development standards as set forth in Article 3, General Development 

Standards, and Article 7, Natural Resource Protection.  Applicants shall comply 

with all other provisions in this UDO and all other applicable laws. 

H. Dimensional Standards  

Applicants utilizing the cluster residential subdivision option shall meet the 

following standards.  Applicants shall comply with all other provisions of this UDO 

and all other applicable laws.  Dimensional standards for manufactured homes shall 

be the same as for single-family detached in the applicable district.  

 
Cluster Residential Subdivision  

R-R Single- family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  Alley -loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

Use Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Density (max. units/acre) 1.1 1.1     

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

 
5 5 

    

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 50% 50%     

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)  
Water/sewer, public  

15,000 
75 

Required 

15,000 
75 

Required   

 

 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

30 
10 
20 
20 
30 

30 
0 
20 
20 
30   

 

 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
30% 
35% 

35 
30% 
35%   
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Cluster Residential Subdivision  

R-T Single- family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  Alley -loaded Two -family  Townhouse  Multi -family  

Use Permitted Permitted Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Density (max. units/acre) 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5   

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 

 
5 

 
5 

 
5 

 
5 

  

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 50% 50% 50% 50%   

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)  
Water/sewer, public 

10,000 
60 

Required 

10,000 
60 

Required 

8,000 
50 

Required 

10,000 
60 

Required 

  

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

25 
5 
10 
15 
20 

25 
0 
10 
15 
20 

15 
5 
10 
10 
20 

25 
10 
20 
15 
20 

  

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
30% 
35% 

35 
30% 
35% 

35 
30% 
35% 

35 
30% 
35% 

  

 
      

R-S Single- family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  Alley -loaded Two -family  

Townhouse  
(1) 

Multi -family  
(1) 

Use Permitted Permitted Permitted Permitted Special Use Special Use 

Density (max. units/acre) 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 8.8 

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 50% 50% 50% 50% 50% 50% 

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building -- -- -- -- 7,500 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

Lot  
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)  
Water/sewer, public  

5,000 
50 

Required 

5,000 
50 

Required 

4,500 
40 

Required 

5,000 
50 

Required 

2,500 
24 

Required 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 
Garage setback from R.O.W. 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 
20 

15 
0 
10 
10 
15 
20 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 
-- 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 
20 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 
20 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50% 

Set by Special 
Use Process 

 (1) More than one building may be established on a single lot (see §4.1, Complexes) 



Article 2. Zoning Districts §2.4  General Use District Standards 

   Cluster Subdivision Standards 

Unified Development Ordinance  Effective 8/31/2009 

Lincoln County, North Carolina   2-31 

Cluster Residential Subdivision  

R-SF Single- family  
Detached  

Zero  
Lot Line  Alley -loaded Two -family  Townhouse   Multi -family  

Use Permitted Not Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Density (max. units/acre) 1.5  1.5    

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 5  5    

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 50%  50%    

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building --  --    

Lot  
Lot area (min. sq. ft.) 

Lot width (min. ft.)  
Water/sewer, public  

5,000 
50 

Required  

4,500 
40 

Required    

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 
Garage setback from R.O.W. 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 
20  

10 
5 
10 
10 
15 
--    

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50%  

35 
35% 
50%    

  

R-20 Single- family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  All ey-loaded Two -family  Townhouse   Multi -family  

Use Permitted Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Density (max. units/acre) 2.2 2.2 2.2    

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 5 5 5    

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 50% 50% 50%    

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building -- -- --    

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (sq. ft.) 

Lot width (ft.) 
Water/sewer, public 

4,000 
50 

Required 

5,000 
50 

Required 

4,500 
40 

Required    

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 

15 
0 
10 
10 
15 

10 
5 
10 
10 
15    

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50%    

  



§2.4  General Use District Standards Article 2. Zoning Districts 

 Cluster Subdivision Standards 

 

Effective 8/31/2009  Unified Development Ordinance 

2-32   Lincoln County, North Carolina 

Cluster Residential Subdivision  

R-14 Single- family  

Detached  

Zero  

Lot Line  Alley -loaded Two -family  Townhouse   Multi -family  

Use Permitted Permitted Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted Not Permitted 

Density (max. units/acre) 3.5 3.5 3.5    

Site (min.) 
Area (acres) 5 5 5    

Recreation/open space (sq. ft.) 50% 50% 50%    

Parcel (min. sq. ft.)  
Area per building -- -- --    

Lot (min.) 
Lot area (sq. ft.) 

Lot width (ft.) 
Water/sewer, public   

3,000 
50 

Required 

3,000 
50 

Required 

2,500 
40 

Required    

Yards (min. ft.) 
Road yard 

Side yard (interior) 
Side yard (total) 
Side yard (road)  

Rear yard 

15 
5 
10 
10 
15 

15 
0 
10 
10 
15 

10 
5 
10 
10 
15    

Bulk (max.) 
Height (ft.) 

Building coverage 
Impervious surface 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50% 

35 
35% 
50%    

  

I. Project Boundary Buffer  

1.  No buffer is required where the width of the projectôs perimeter lots is equal 

to or greater than the minimum lot width of the adjoining development or the 

minimum lot width required by the zoning district applied to any adjoining 

undeveloped parcel.  

2.  Where narrower lot widths are provided, a Class C buffer shall be provided 

(see §3.4, Landscaping, Screening and Buffering) along all project boundaries 

of a cluster subdivision.  
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































